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SUBJ: SIGNING OF SINO-SOVIET TRADE PROTOCOL 

REPS: A) PEKING 1361, B) MOSCOW 10604 

ACCORDING TO SOVIET DEPUTY TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 
KULIKOV, SINO-SOVIET TRADE PROTOCOL NEGOTIATIONS WERE 
COMPLETED IN EARLY MAY IN RECORD TIME. KULIKOV 
EXPECTED TO LEAVE FOR MOSCOW BY JULY 1 FOR SIGNING 
CEREMONY. VICE MINISTER OP FOREIGN TRADE CHEN CHIEH 
(TRANSLITERATED THROUGH RUSSIAN AS CHEN TSE) SIGNED 
A TRADE PROTOCOL IN ULAN BATOR IN LATE JUNE. OUR 
GUESS IS THAT THE PRC PURPOSELY DELAYED CHEN'S TRIP 
TO THE USSR THREE WEEKS APTER THE MONGOLIAN SIGNATURE 
TO PREVENT SOVIETS FROM BEING ABLE TO SAY THAT THIS 
YEAR SIGNATURE WAS SIGNIPICANTLY EARLIER THAN IN 1976. 
WOODCOCK 
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